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EROM US DEL LOS 
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TAGS: PEGS 

SUBJECT: LOS - DELIMITATION OE ECONOMIC ZONE AND CONTINENTAL SHELF 

I) IN NEGOTIATING GROUP DISCUSSION (NO RECORDS) OE 
DELIMITATION OE ECONOMIC ZONE AND CONTINENTAL SHELVES, CANADA 
INTERVENED AND SAID ARTICLES 61 AND 71 GAVE INSUEFICIENT 
WEIGHT TO EQUIDISTANCE PRINCIPLE. THEY PROPOSED AN AMENDMENT 
TO ARTICLE 62(1) AND 71(1) AS EOLLOWS: 

THE DELIMITATION OE THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 
BETWEEN ADJACENT AND OPPOSITE STATES SHALL BE EEFECTED BY 
AGREEMENT EMPLOYING, AS A GENERAL RULE, THE MEDIAN OR 
EQUIDISTANCE LINE, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES, 
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WHERE JUSTIEIED, IN ORDER TO REACH AN EQUITABLE RESULT. 
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2) WHILE WE HAD NO EXPLICIT UNDERSTANDING WITH CANA- 
DIANS, THIS INJECTION OF BILATERAL BOUNDARY DISPUTE IN NEGO- 
TIATIONS WAS WITH NO ADVANCE NOTICE TO US. CANADIANS 
APPARENTLY BELIEVE U.S. PRIVATELY INSTIGATED 

CURRENT TEXTS OE ARTICLES 62 AND 71, WHICH IS NOT REPEAT 
NOT TRUE. US DEL CONTINUES TO BELIEVE IT IS HIGHLY UNLI- 
KELY THAT ANY TEXT ORIENTED MORE TO EQUIDISTANCE THAN 
1958 CONTINENTAL SHELE CONVENTION WILL EMERGE EROM CONFERENCE. 
WHILE SUBSTANTIAL MOVE AWAY EROM EQUIDISTANCE IN CURRENT 
TEXT MIGHT NOT SURVIVE, OUR CURRENT ASSESSMENT IS THAT OPPO- 
NENTS OE TEXT WILL GAIN LITTLE IF ANYTHING, AS DEBATE WAS 
DIVIDED. NEXT (AND POSSIBLY PINAL) MEETING ON SUBJECT IS 
THIS APTERNOON AT 3:00 P.M. 

3) WE HAVE THREE OPTIONS: 

(1) INTERVENE IN SUPPORT OP CURRENT TEXT 

(2) REMAIN SILENT. 

(3) BILATERALLY NOTE OUR DISPLEASURE AT INJECTION 
OP BILATERAL DISPUTE INTO LOS NEGOTIATIONS, 

AND FIRMLY REJECT INTIMATIONS OF CANADIAN 
REPS THAT U.S. INSTIGATED CURRENT TEXT. 

OPTION 3 IS COMPATIBLE WITH (1) OR (2) ABOVE. 

4) COMMENT: OPTION (1) INJECTS U.S. INTO MIDDLE OP 

AEGEAN AND OTHER SIMILAR DISPUTES (TURKEY SUPPORTS CURRENT 
TEXT, GREECE OPPOSES IT. CHINA PROBABLY SUPPORTS IT; JAPAN 
IS STRONGLY OPPOSED). WE ALSO PREJUDICE OUR INFLUENCE BY 
OPENLY INJECTING OURSELVES AS A DISPUTANT, RATHER THAN OUR 
CURRENT POSTURE OP ENSURING THAT TEXT ON THIS ISSUE DOES NOT 
PREJUDICE WIDESPREAD RATIPICATION. WE SEE LITTLE SUBSTANTIAL 
RISK IN OPTION 2. WE RECOMMEND OPTION 2, POSSIBLY 
COUPLED WITH OPTION 3. REQUEST GUIDANCE BY TELCON SOONEST. 
BENNETT 
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